THIS WEEKʼS MESSAGE
March 15 & 16 ʻ08
“Reboot” Series
When its time to adjust the “default” settings...
Studies from the Sermon on the Mount
This Weekʼs Message: “In God We Trust…?”
Matthew 6:19-34
Pastor Mark Burch
Will I trust my heavenly Father to take care of me? OR will I take
matters into my own hands?
Balancing my responsibility to work hard, give generously, save
regularly, and spend wisely with an absolute conﬁdence that God is my
provider is a diﬃcult balance for all of us to maintain. It is so easy to begin to
believe that we have to look after ourselves, and to become consumed with
“having enough.”
Jesus challenges us to put our trust in Him alone and to give up the
useless habit of worry…easy to say…hard to live out!

SMALL GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS
History (Making it Personal)
1.

2.
3.
4.

Take some time to yak around the room on the topic of worry.
What are the most common “worries” of people in our world today?
Are there diﬀerences between our culture and others? Are there
unique male or female worries? Your thoughts?
Are you a worrier? Why? And about what?
Why do we ﬁnd it such a great past-time? What would a life without
worry look like?
If you had all the money in the world, do you think it would stop you
from worrying? Why or why not?

Digging Deeper (Looking to the Bible)
5.
6.
7.

8.

9.

10.
11.

12.

Read Matthew 6:19-34 & talk about the connection between money
and worry? Why do we worry so much about ﬁnancial issues?
What are we lacking in our understanding of God?
According to vs 19-21 our heart will follow our treasure. What
does this teach us about investing and the power of re-directing our
heart, interests, and passions?
Verse 22 raises the issues of comparison ‒ what we might call the
keeping up with the Jonesʼ syndrome. I see what someone else has
and I want it. Read I Samuel 8:6-22 and talk about the desire of
the nation to “be like the nations around them.” How have we
succumbed to this desire today?
Read Deuteronomy 8:6-20 and talk about the other Gods that
threatened to lead the people away. Compare this to Matthew 6:24
and talk about the power this rival God holds over us. How do you
see it manifest in our culture?
Read I Timothy 6:6-10 & 17-19 and talk about contentment. Beyond
food and clothing, what standard of living do we require in order to
be content? Could you live with less?
a. Richard Foster says we could get rid of 80% of our possessions
and not really miss them. How do you think youʼd handle
such a radical down-sizing?
Talk about Paulʼs journey into contentment ‒ Philippians 2:10-13
& 19. What was his secret?
Read Malachi 3:6-18. One of the distinctions between the
“righteous and the wicked” is how we share our wealth. How have
we talked ourselves out of the plain teaching in this text? Why have
we so often been fearful of putting God to the test? What does our
“giving” reveal about our faith in God?
James 5:1-6 is a sobering text when we consider our wealth as
compared to the standard on the global scale. What responsibility
do we have for economic justice on the global scale? What changes
can we make in our spending and earning that would beneﬁt the
worldʼs poor?

Taking It Home (Application)
13.
Philippians 4:19 “And my God will meet all your needs according to his
glorious riches in Christ Jesus.”
Do you have questions about Jesusʼ teaching in the Sermon on the Mount?
Send them to sermonquestions@willowparkchurch.com and then listen to
future messages for the answers!

14.

This is an intensely personal and practical text…are you content
with your relationship to God and money? If not, then what
practical issues need to change? What steps will you take? Who will
you talk to? Who will hold you accountable?
Pray for each other that God would show Himself powerful and
faithful to you ‒ so that you could more fully trust Him. Are you
prepared to give up your worry?

PRAYER The Believers Lifeline to God!
PRE-SERVICE PRAYER :

Open to everyone.
Hwy 33 Campus Rm 109-Saturday 4:45 pm, Sunday 8:45 am
South Campus, Rm 108 - Sunday 8:45 am

TUESDAY: Open to everyone, 9 -3 pm, Hwy 33 Campus, Rm 109
This weekʼs prayer focus: Global Concerns, Missions & Missionaries

WEDNESDAY: 7:30 pm, library, call Shelley at 807-2650
Join us as we pray for our youth and leaders who need our prayer covering

MENʼS PRAYER: HWY 33 CAMPUS: Wednesdays at 6:30 am, Hospitality Rm
SOUTH CAMPUS: Thursdays at 6:45 am, 4574 Raymer Rd
LAKE COUNTRY CAMPUS: Wednesdays at 6:30 am
For location, call Pastor Jeﬀ 765-6880 Ext 126

PRAYER CHAIN: To join or activate the PRAYER CHAIN call Sue Redekopp
at 765-2357 If not available, call the church oﬃce at 765-6622

HEALING PRAYER

A Spirit led ministry focusing on inner healing and
deliverance. For an appointment, call 765-6880 Ext. 112

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE ILL OR IN HOSPITAL
Jules Kreeft, David Marshall, David Block, Frank and Erna Hamm,
Linda and Douglas Dyck, Joan Bond, Bill and Shirley Gibb, Ruth Arnt,
Heather Ketchum, Dorothy Tulman, Mary Mercer, Carolyn Herzog

PRAYER ROOM OPEN -- In response to Pastor Markʼs sermon on

fasting and prayer, the Prayer Room (Hwy 33, Room 109) will be set
aside for personal prayer during the week before Easter (March 17-21).
Come, let us “make room for God” and prepare our hearts for the
joyous celebration of Easter. The Prayer Room will be available during
regular hours: M-Th 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and on Good Friday
8:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon. No sign-ups needed, just come.

GOOD FRIDAY 9:00 am and 11:00 am, Hwy 33 Campus

Come experience a dramatic reading of Godʼs Word and respond to Christʼs
sacriﬁce through worship, reﬂection and communion.

THIS WEEKʼS BIBLE READING:
March16-22’ 2008
16
Deut. 30-31; Ps. 40; 1 Cor. 1
17
Deut. 32-34; 1 Cor. 2
18
Josh. 1-2; Ps. 37; 1 Cor. 3
19
Josh. 3-6; 1 Cor. 4
20
Josh. 7-8; Ps. 69; 1 Cor. 5
21
Josh. 9-11; 1 Cor. 6
22
Josh. 12-14; 1 Cor. 7

By reading just 10-15 minutes each
day, you can read the entire Bible in
just one year. Willow Park journals
($7 each) are available at the Info
Desk to help you keep track of what
you are reading and hearing from
God.

STEWARDSHIP REPORT
Last Weekendʼs Attendance ........ N/A
Last Weekendʼs Giving ................... 52,125
Weekly Budget Needs .................... 63,799

1 Corinthians 16:2
On the ﬁrst day of every week, each
one of you should set aside a sum of
money in keeping with his income...

Regular, systematic, proportionate giving...

